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The habitual structure of consuming Mayan images in Japan:
A study on the questionnaire survey to high school students,

university students, and the Air University students.

Shigeto Yoshida
(Graduate School of International Cultural Studies, Tohoku University)
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This article analyzes the Mayan images consumed in Japan, using the data of questionnaire survey
to high school students, university students, and the Air University students, and also discusses the habitual
structure of being recreated those images in Japan. The used data will be categorized into three groups from
the point of view of the degree of consuming Mayan images circulated in Japan, which is explained in terms
of the exposure, not only in active ways but also in unconscious modes, to its effects.

The questionnaire data show that the Japanese acquire an image in which the Mayan civilization

and the Andean civilization are confused, by way of receiving an ethnocentric view on the world history in the
high school education.
However, those Japanese who have not received high school program on the world history, also tend to hold
the same Mayan-Incan complexes. This suggests that the Mayan discourses based on the Mayan-Incan
complexes are circulated in Japan in broad forms such as TV programs, journals, computer games, etc., to
which we the Japanese are exposed in a daily life.

The data also indicate that the Japanese acquire this Mayan-Incan complexes as a habitus
(structuring habit). As a result, many of the Japanese cannot distinguish clearly the Maya from the Inca, even
after getting more accurate information on the Mayan civilization. This habitual structure explains why the
Japanese take some foreign cultures, specially archaic civilizations, for Mayan. The Japanese are forced to
consume foreign cultures in this habitual structure, which suppresses their recognition capability of the others,

and in its exchange satisfies, even amplifies, the desires for consuming strange cultures.
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