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Hastorf, Christine A., and Sissel Johannessen
1993 Pre-Hispanic Political Change and the Role of Maize in the Central Andes of Peru.
American Anthropologist 95(1) : 115-138.

The maize remains in the archacological deposits were retrieved through water-flotation of excavated soil as
well as fine screening of 100% of the excavated deposits.... We consider here the relative quantities of maize
through time but also changes in the types of maize present. .....These data are assumed to reflect production.
....The maize remains increase in frequency in the Wanka I phase(95%), reflecting the post-Middle Horizon
interest in low-elevation production, but this was curtailed with the move up-slope in Wanka I1(28%). Maize
becomes common again in the Inka-period contexts, reflecting the return down-slope with the increased

Inkaic interest in and use of maize in its political negotiations(65%)(top of Figure 3) [p.124].
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Seltzer and Hastorf (1990) have discussed the pressure of climate and demography that could have led to a
decline in maize production in Wanka II times [p.128].
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Despite the environmental and climatic constraints on maize access, we conclude that maize remained part of
the diet and that the maize the Sausa did consume was increasingly ground and was less a part of boiled

dinner [p.128].
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In earlier times in the Mantaro region, corn was prepared for consumption mainly by a relatively simple
transformation involving boiling (mote). With the forging of new political alliances in the troubled times of
LIP, the processing of corn and its transformations were claborated: not only did these lie in the com itself
with new varieties appearing, but at this time the longer process of grinding corn and making chichi became

more common [pp.131-132].
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